
EI-H
"Czelusniak, Daniel" To <David Navecky@stb.dot gov>
<DCzelusniak@icfi.com>

cc "Surnmerville, Alan" <ASummerville@)icfi,com>l "Bauer,
04/21/2008 11 -26 AM Davld- <DBauer@icfi com>

bcc

Subject FW. Port MacKenzie Rail scoping comments

HeHo Dave,

Please see Mike Naqy's email below containing a Port Mac scoping comment
sent by the USE"WS.

Daniel A. Czelusniak
ICF International
9300 Lee Highway
Fairfax, VA 22011
Phone: (703) 218-2780
Fax: 1703) 934-3270
Emai1: dczelusniakSicfi.cnm

—.„-Original Message----™
From: MNagyQent r i x . com [nia Lit o :MNagy@entrix. com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 16, 2008 5:SO PM
To: Oselusniak, Daniel
Subject: Fw: Port MacKensie Rail scoping comments

Dan,

The attached emat1 snou Id be considered scoping comments from OSFWS.

Mike Nagy
EiNTHJX, Inc.
1600 A Street, Guite 304
Anchorage, AK 99M31

Phone: (901} b63-0438
FAX: (907) 563-0439
Cell Phone: (907} ??3-4394
~~ Forwarded by Mike Nayy/Entrix on 04/16/2008 01:45 PM —

Maureen de2eeuw0f

ws.

To
04/36/2008 12:14 MNagy@rntrix.com

Subject



Port MaeKongie Rail scoping

comments

Dear Michael,

We have reviownd Lhe NOI concerning fr ho proposed Port MdCKen/. i *» Rd.i 1.
Extension, and ar.e lesporiding to the February 12, 2008, request from the
Surface Transportation Board for comments . We did subrn.1 t scopi ng
comments
to the Alaska Railroad Corporation (Br.i.an Lindanood) on October 19,
;-'OUK
The plans do not- appear to have changed substantially yet, and as you
and I
have previously discussed on the phone, the comments of the FWS also
r.oma Lri
little changed af this time and we ask you to refer to them.

In particular, we continue to express three main areas of concern; 1)
habitat fragment at i on, ?} cumulat.i,ve impacts, "and 3) compensatory
mitigation . Tin-"1 f ii st two items a Lso in t urn emphasize trie noijti for
comprehensive land use planning, including qr.een infrastructure
planning,
for this large arid relat Lvely undisturbed site. We are particularly
concerned that the Scope of Study does not yet address either green
infrastructure planning or cumulative impacts. The far west a Itnrnnt ive
also remains in your plans, and as we have previously expressed,
pi esents
significant habitat fragmentation and cumulative impact challenges.

You have asked us for any additional in tor mat .ion, and at this time we
wi sh
to draw your attention to the Bud Cunservation Region A habitat map
which
has j ust been completed by the nit t»r agency /NGO organ i xation Bor ua I
Partners
in Flight, via the Alaska lUrti Observatory (ABO) j n Fairbanks. The map
and
add! tion<iJ information is available from Susan Sharbaugh at AE^O
(90'J-4bl-7 159} . Also, we are aware of a habitat restoration project (Mat
Gu
Borough sponsored?) between Anna Lake and Stephen Lake. Chuck Kau:=n.e

be your contact for more i ri format ion on that pm ject . I beli eve you a ro



aware of the wetlands ir.appj ng arid tunct lon.il assessment project headed
by
the Mat. Su Borouqh that overlaps wi th soirp of your p ro j ec t a r e a . The
FWS
i ti current! y invoj ved on the wetlands mapping and funct lonal assessment
team, particularly looking at bird habitat use, but HJ<; project is in
its
beginning stages only. It may provo to bu efficient and worthwhile to
ronibina liorces to work on bird habitat use in the over-Japping area. We
expect mo£<- developments regarding the bird habitat vanabie of the
tunctionai assessment over the cominq weeks rand months, and would be
happy
to discuss this issue furt her with you. Fanal1y, there is a Breeding
Hi rd
Survey rout t; for the Nancy Lakes/Ha How area.

WH look forward to keeping the linos of coniniun i.cation open as your
project
planning proceeds, and particularly hope to work together on qreon
infrastructure planning. Also, we would also Like In provide general
support for the scoping commonts provided by the National Mary, no
Fisheries
Service on March 21, 2008. P lease contact me a I the address bo 1ow or
this
emai ] address if you have any quest ions coriccrniriq these comments.

H: m-ere1y,

Mauieen do Zeeuw '
Fish and WjldlJJe Biologist

U.S. Fi.sh & WiJ t i l i f e Service
605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 60
Anchorage, Alaska 99HOI
PH: (907) 211-7111
FAX: (907) 271-2786

NOTICE;
This message is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged
or confidential information. It you have received it in error., please notify
the sender immediately arid delete thp original . Any otht'r use of this
by you is prohibited.


